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RE: Boston College Institutional Master Plan No#étion Form — Review Comments

Dear Mr. Fitzgerald:

This letter summarizes the comments and concertieed?lanning and Development

Department regarding proposed changes to the B&sitbege campuses as described in the
Boston College Institutions Master Plan Notificatiorm, dated December 5, 2007. Our
remarks also relay concerns from neighbors mosttdtl by changes on the campuses who have
met to discuss them and express their interesis hde that our comments and concerns will

be taken into consideration by the BRA during égiew process and when moving forward
towards implementation of projects included in thigster plan.

First, it is important to say that we applaud angport the master planning process that Boston
College initiated in 2004. We appreciate the wghess of the College officials and its planners
to engage in conversations with affected constitig=n It was truly a collaborative and
productive process that we hope and trust will ioomet

The final ten-year plan is impressive in its degaitl recommendations. However, because the
details of building designs are not yet refined, fmeus is conceptual and our comments focus
particularly on alterations that will take placeaind may effect the City of Newton. We look
forward to reviewing details regarding buildingeaitatives, traffic and parking, building design
and function, change in campus circulation, desmmsiderations, construction management and
infrastructure at a scale which lend itself to céetgpanalysis at some point in the future. In the
meantime, we offer the following thoughts:

A. Chestnut Hill Campus (City of Newton portion)

The proposed demolition of Cushing Hall (-64,00B.5and a service building will make
way for a new Science Center (+100,000 S.F.). teathehind Campion Hall, the center
should have little visual impact on the Beacon&treeighborhood.
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The proposed demolition of McElroy Commons (-138,30F.) will make way for the new
Humanities Academic Offices and Classrooms (+12Z538F.). The submitted site plan
seems to depict the new five-story Humanities Bagdituated on Beacon Street with
limited setback from the street. The existing tiniy to the east is the six-story Carney Hall,
which is located 40 feet back from Beacon StreghenVIcElroy side, and 28 feet on the
McGuinn Hall side. The Planning Department strgmgcommends that the new
Humanities Building be set back a minimum of 28 fe®d preferably 40 feet so it is more in
keeping with other facilities nearby and a bettnplement to the streetscape. Additionally,
planners for Boston College should consider stapfhie upper stories of the proposed
academic building back in height.

The proposed Humanities Academic Offices and Gtasss (+125,000 S.F.) may include an
underground parking facility for up to 90 parkingases. The Planning Department strongly
supports an underground parking facility under thigding and urges consideration of more
underground parking wherever any new building gppsed to be constructed consistent
with this master plan.

The renovation of Carney Hall (101,000 S.F.) shdwdde minimal visual impact on the
Beacon Street neighborhood.

The Institutional Master Plan shows two new buidgion the College Road frontage.
Stokes Common (+85,000 S.F.) is a five-story bagdihat will be connect to the existing
Lyons Hall (84,000 S.F.), which is located 44 featk from College Road. Stokes Hall is
proposed to be sited with little or no setbackaaignificant portion of its length along
College Road. In this case, it is adjacent tosalemtial neighborhood, although Boston
College owns nearly all of the former single-fanriégidences on the west side of College
Road. The second building being proposed nearlii@ollege Road frontage is a new
five-story Academic Building for Nursing and SocWbrk (+75,000 S.F.), and also has little
or no setback from College Road. The Planningatepent strongly recommends that the
new Stokes Common and the Academic Building fordig and Social Work be set back
from College Road so as not to create a canyowgtedfeng this public way. Additionally,
planners for Boston College should give furthersideration to providing additional
underground parking in either or both Stokes Comanmhthe new Academic Building for
Nursing and Social Work to make up for the spaossih the existing “dust bowl"area.

. Newton Law School Campus.

The renovation of Stuart Hall and the infill prdje€the Smith Wing (+23,000 S.F.) should have
minimal visual effect on the Mill Street neighbodab The site can easily accommodate the
additional students, parking and vehicle tripswileer, the Planning Department has an ongoing
concern with the amount of uninterrupted impervisugaces (for parking) at this campus and
recommends that the College consider reducing viqaes surfaces whenever possible. In
addition, the City’'s Zoning Ordinance requiresva{ioot wide evergreen buffer around all
parking facilities, a minimum of 5 % interior lardging, which includes interior tree plantings at
one tree per 20 parking stalls.




C. Chestnut Hill Campus (City of Boston portion)

The plan depicts three areas for construction deugraduate housing; one will replace
More Hall (-64,000 S.F.) at the corner of CommoniieAvenue and St. Thomas More
Road. Another new residential housing complexappsed near the corner of Beacon
Street and St. Thomas More Road at Shea Field #mddebuilding is proposed in the
interior of the lower campus. These structuresatoabut existing facilities; however, the
same care should be taken to design and orieftuifdings in a way that projects a positive
face towards the street frontages and have setliaakallow for the open space and
attractive landscaping on the public streetscape.

The University Center (+245,000 S.F.) and the Reme Center (+200,000 S.F.) will be
built where the Flynn Student Recreation Complei18,000 S.F.) and Edmonds Hall
(-245,000 S.F.) stand, respective(fNote that the University Center is a critically important
facility and needs to be completed as soon as possible, but some consideration should also be
given to siting the new dorms nearby rather than at the edge of the college property.)

If possible, student access and circulation (indggbarking for pickup and delivery as
students move in and out or their buildings argised) should be internal to the campus and
not rely solely on external streets. The plan dispicts a 350-parking stall addition to the
existing Beacon Street Parking garage. The PlgnDepartment supports placement of
these spaces in the Beacon Street Garage and\asysly noted, wherever any new
building is proposed within the Chestnut Hill Carepunderground parking should be given
serious consideration. It is important that BosBmilege not only provide adequate parking
on campus but parking located near its associates should avoid spillover impacts into
the neighborhood as faculty, staff and even stwdeok for more convenient locations
outside the campus.

D. Brighton Campus

There are two areas where undergraduate housihewlonstructed on the Brighton
campus: one on the northern corner of Commonwdéalémue at Lake Street (+100,000
S.F.) and the other (+150,000 S.F.) to be locatedrn St. Williams Hall and the STM
Library. A third facility, Jesuit Housing (+50,008.F.) will be located on the east side of
Jackson Street. Given that most of the acadenilidibgs are on the opposite side of
Commonwealth Avenue, pedestrian travel betweemwbewill be significant and safe
crossing should be assured for students. Impronesie the area should be considered to
assure the best possible means for safe pedestaiat over and across this busy street.

Several proposed buildings should have no visuparhon the neighborhood. The firstis
the renovation of Bishop Peterson Hall (70,000)StRe Cardinal’s residence (23,000 S.F.)
and Chancery and Creagh Library (12,000 S.F.)path it will contribute to increases in
traffic and the need for on-site parking. The Btan Athletics Center (+100,000 S.F.) will
be built in place of three parking lots, just eafsbt. John’s Hall. The last of the new
buildings is a Library Storage Building (+14,00F 3 attached to the existing STM Library.

The plan depicts a new Fine Arts Building (+86,8)B.) being constructed on the north side
of Commonwealth Avenue, apparently without any aetb The Planning Department is
very interested in working with planners for Bostallege to study footprint options for the



new Fine Arts Building with regard to setback fr@dommonwealth Avenue, and believes
that any final solution for building placement bendful of any final plans for relocation of
the Boston College Green Line Station. The Plapiapartment strongly favors the center
platform for this station, as it appears that mgkime station fully accessible cannot be
accomplished at the existing station location anrtarth side of Commonwealth Avenue.

The plan also depicts a 500-parking stall garaghercenter of the Brighton Campus.
Again, the Planning Department favors constructibparking in structure to reduce
impervious surfaces and promote better use ofabailand.

. General Overview

As previously noted, since design details are mailable that would enable a more specific
analysis of the individual buildings and their insfgarelative to the City’s zoning standards
and consistency with tHdewton Comprehensive Plan, the focus of this review is on any
conceptual concerns. The Planning Department rewnds that following items be given
further study and consideration:

. Internal vehicle circulation patterns and the meareddressing pedestrian flow and
potential conflicts with vehicles inside and arowagnpus, as well as impacts on
surrounding areas so that as much as possiblegeofjenerated vehicular traffic
stays inside. (For example, what happens to thstieg internal bus drop off near
the existing garage at the back of Conte Forum.)

. Additional opportunities for consolidation of pangiunderground wherever possible.

. Inclusion of pick-up and drop-off areas for studesnd visitors as well as loading
zones for short-term access to dorms.

. Clarification of how students will cross existingegts, including Hammond Street,

College Road, St. Thomas More Road and CommonwAakhue, including
consideration of possible over- or under-passes.

. Relocation of existing St. Thomas More Road todést side of the St. Thomas More
Hall site with or without changes to and relocatidrthe Boston College Green Line
Station.

. Clarification of how the shuttle bus routes will kkon the new roadway
configuration.

. Consideration of post ten year plans involving Newtvith the Boston College
Neighborhood Council and the Chestnut Hill Histdbistrict Commission, among
others.

. Articulation of buildings and footprints that foste sense of community within the
campus and complement existing structures alongttbetscape in terms of scale
and design, as viewed from within the campus amioh fihe public streets. While the
College has worked to provide itself with additibgeeen space inside the campus, it
would be inconsistent with its community servicessmn to wall itself off from
surrounding neighborhoods.

. Setbacks that are consistent with the existingathar of the neighborhoods upon
which the proposed buildings front, so the newdings do not “turn their backs” on
the City (e.g., College Road, Beacons Street, I&inlas More Road, and



Commonwealth Avenue) and attractive landscapingogresh spaces along those
street frontages.

Placement of loading docks away from residentiehar

Orientation of the new Humanities Academic Buildargl the Academic Building
for Nursing and Social Work so they are pulled afvayn the corner of College
Road and Beacon Street and form an archway thhtgryeets visitors entering from
the outside and embraces an interior courtyard.

Additional landscaping of existing parking faceii.

A construction management plan that includes trockes and minimizes impacts on
the surrounding neighborhoods.

Impacts on neighborhood during special eventsiquéatly athletic events during
construction and thereafter, with special attentmthe impacts of student and visitor
parking on adjacent residential streets.

Limits on the acquisition of single-family residesan abutting neighborhoods and
any further campus expansion into existing resideateas.

Design, colors and materials that complement exgdtuildings on campus and
consideration of an institutional scale that isteghsensitive.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on thiswlnent. We look forward to future
opportunities to provide input on this significamdertaking. Please feel free to contact me at
617-796-1130 with any questions you may have reggrtiese comments. Thank you.

Cc:

Sincerely,

Michael Kruse, AICP
Director of Planning and Development

Mayor David B. Cohen

R. Lisle Baker, President, Board of Aldermen

Alderman Sydra Schnipper

Alderman Verne Vance

Ruthanne Fuller, President, Chestnut Hill Assoorati

Thomas J. Keady, Jr., Vice President, Office of &amental and Community

Affairs, Boston College



